
Gallery Har Shalom 
Bringing Artists to Congregation Har Shalom 

 

Now showing:  Fresh Flowers and Furry Friends 
 

Through Monday, April 30, 2012 
 

Featuring the work of three artists who depict flowers in a variety of media as well as the work of two artists who take cats 

and dogs in unexpected directions in fused glass and ceramics.  Please click on the artist's name for more images.  To 

purchase artwork, call the Har Shalom office at 301-299-7087.  A percentage of all sales benefits Har Shalom. 

 

 

Barbara F. Bell uses her own photographs as a major resource for her watercolor 

paintings. She focuses in this exhibit on regeneration and renewal in the natural 

world, her palette reflecting the early light and gentle colors of May along the 

riverbanks, and in the forests and fields of England and America. Barbara began 

her formal training in art while on academic leave from university teaching. She 

worked in studio arts at Montgomery College (Rockville) in the 1980s. Retirement 

from teaching in Montgomery County Public Schools twenty years later afforded 

her the time to resume her artwork.   

 

Merry Lymn began taking formal collage classes in October 2008.  In 2009, she was 

juried into her first art show, and since then she has been juried into several 

others.  She divides her work into five subject areas--landscape, still life, people, 

Judaica, and wildcard.  For this show, the pieces are exclusively flowers for which 

she created special Jewish flowers including a Shin Flower, a Vase with Shin 

Flowers, a Shofar Flower, and a Lily from the Song of Songs.   

 

Bert GF Shankman presents his Flemish Series of flowers in this show.  He first saw 

this technique of painting when he minored in Art History for his AB at Case 

Western Reserve University.   He practiced this style, called Chiaroscuro, when he 

studied at the Corcoran College of Art and Design.    These pictures use light and 

dark to model the shapes and forms of the flowers and vases.  They are done 

digitally starting out with photographs of flowers which he grows in his garden.  

Though decidedly different, they give a feeling of 16
th

 century Flemish art. 

 

Shirley Hendel specializes in pet portraits, especially dogs, but also other creatures 

both real and whimsical.  Her fused glass portraits (you could almost call them 

caricatures) are not based on actual dogs and cats as much as they are reminiscent 

of the lovable mutts and house cats that we grew up with or may still be in our 

lives. Just like these mixed-breed pets, these portraits come in assorted shapes 

and colors; no two exactly the same. 

 

Leigh Partington has been doing ceramic art for over 30 years. Her work has 

evolved to include a combination of whimsical wheel-thrown and hand-built pieces 

that emphasize her love of and appreciation for animals, birds and nature in 

general.  As a feline fancier – cats have always been a part of her life, she portrays 

them as functional pieces and decorative objects.  She combines different clays for 

a marbled effect in some of her pieces. All pieces are bisque-fired, decorated and   

then are oxidation fired in an electric kiln.   

A percentage of all sales benefits Har Shalom.  To purchase art, please call the Har Shalom office at 301-299-7087. 


